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DIFFERENT Week 7    “Different Prayer in Bad Reports”   Believers Statesboro   09-20-20 
Pastor Scott Moore / Believers Church of Statesboro / www.believersstatesboro.com 
 

Have your ever got a bad report?  A bad doctor’s report, your company is downsizing, maybe a bad 

storm is approaching?  How do you react? Do bad reports change the way you pray? 
 

We know that God has called us to make a difference in 2020 and beyond and we acknowledge that .”  
In Order to Make a Difference, We Have to Be Different. 

Today we conclude our “Different” series with a personal story about the author of the book of Peter. 

He wrote 1 Peter to address believers in Christ Jesus, in Asia Minor, who were suffering rejection and 

great persecutions.  The people were getting bad news and bad reports daily. 
 

As we have discovered in this series, our faith and our difference really stand out in bad times more so 

than good times.  And receiving bad reports is no exception to that rule. 
 

The Bad Report 
 

The back story to the bad report, Acts 3-4: 

• In the process of going to pray, the Lord healed a crippled man through Peter and John. 

• Peter then preached a powerful sermon proclaiming the resurrection of Jesus, the savior to the 

astonished group of people, but offended the religious leaders earning Peter and Johns jail. 

• Peter and John were told not to talk about “Jesus” anymore, further threatened and released.  

• Peter and John went back to the group of people who had been praying for their safe return. 

• This bad report led Peter and the church to be different in the way they prayed. 
 

Acts 4:23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the 

chief priests and the elders had said to them.  What did they say? 
 

Acts 4:17-18 “But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must 

warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this name.”  18 Then they called them in again 

and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 
 

On their release… What would you say after release from jail for talking in public about Jesus? 

• Wow that was close.  We have got to be more careful!  Change the way we are doing things. 

• We may need to move our organization to a more receptive area. 

• Thank Jesus for getting me out of that one.  Bless and keep me Lord from that happening again. 

• I’ve learned by lesson; I’m going to keep my mouth shut! 
 

Then when the church heard the bad report, they were thinking, “This was a serious threat!  They have 

commanded us not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus!” 

Because of sharing Jesus, they almost lost Peter and John!  They probably thought, “If they are going 

after Peter and John, we know they will be coming after us too!” 

 

The Church Had a Problem 
 

This was a big problem because not talking about Jesus was out of the question.  Why? 

1. Salvation is only found in Jesus.  There’s no Option B or C.  Only is Option A.  

Before the court, Peter had already declared, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 

other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12 
 

2. They could not stop talking about what they had seen and heard! 
Acts 4:18-20 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all 

in the name of Jesus.  19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to 

you, or to him? You be the judges! 

20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 
 

What was the church going to do in light of this bad report? Pray! 
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Acts 4:24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God 
 

Considering the threats.  What would your prayer have sounded like at that point? 
 

Father we come to you in Jesus’ name…Now, …help me, help me, help me! Protect me, protect me, 

protect me!  And bless me, bless me, bless me!  And protect the people I know and protect my family! 
 

Sort of like the prayers we pray anyway.  Help and bless and protect in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

If we were in their place, we would think that this type of prayer was appropriate because we just had a 

close call.  We can still talk about Jesus among ourselves, but we need to keep it quiet. 

We need to be careful! But in light of this bad report the church prayer a different prayer.  

 

Different Prayer in Bad Reports 
 

“Sovereign Lord,” (Acts 4:24)  God who is large and in charge. 

“God, when I hear this bad report, I feel like my life is out of control.  But Lord I acknowledge that you 

are in control.”…they said, "You made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in 

them.  Maybe we should start all our prayers that way, in that context.  The Sovereign Lord, who has 

made everything.  By Him and for Him all things were created, and He holds all things together. 
 

Then they started to connect the dots…. Acts 4:25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth 

of your servant, our father David: “‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 

(“We remember a Psalm about a coming Messiah and what would happen when He came.”) 
 

Acts 4:26 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord 

and against his anointed one.    (Hey!  We are seeing this come about before our very eyes) 

 

Acts 4:27 Indeed (We get it!  It’s coming together now.) Herod and Pontius Pilate met 

together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant 

Jesus, whom you anointed. 

• We almost missed it!  We were praying for Peter and John’s release but, God, you were in it. 

• When they crucified Jesus, we were praying for a miracle, but, God, you were in control! 
 

Acts 4:28 They (Herod and Pilate) did what your power and will had decided beforehand should 

happen. (God, we thought things had spun out of control.  Pilate thought he was making an independent 

decision. Herod thought that he was exercising his authority. 

They played right into Your hands to fulfill what was preordained.  We thought things were out of  

control, but You are the sovereign God who is in control.) 
 

This group of people got it.  Indeed, God was up to something. 

 

 

Consider Their Threats 
 

Acts 4:29  Now, Lord,  (Now that we have the big picture.  Now that we realize what’s going on. 

Now that we understand that we are players in what You are doing.) …consider their threats 

• They didn’t pray, “Do away with our enemies.”  Because God may be using their enemies. 

• They didn’t say, “Stop the persecution against us.”  Maybe God wanted to use the persecution. 

• They said, “Lord, about the threats, consider them.”  “We are aware of the threats, but we don’t 

know how You are going to use those threats. But we want to make sure you are aware of them too.” 
 

Then they asked for something that very few people in this room have ever asked for. 

• They asked God for something that is contrary to what we normally ask for. 

• Here is a group of people who were scared.  Here is a group whose lives were in danger.   
 



 3 

Their prayer was different than what you would expect.  What are they going to pray? 

• They are not going to say protect us because they don’t know if that’s God’s will. 

• They are not going to say deliver us because they don’t know if that’s God’s will. 

• They are not going to say do away with our enemies, they don’t know if that's God’s will. 
 

But this is what they do know: 

• There is a “sovereign God”, who is active and willing to use us in the process. 

• If You don’t do anything else, do this one thing… 

 

Enable Your Servants to Speak Your Word with Great Boldness. 
 

Acts 4:29  Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with 

great boldness. Have you ever prayed that?  At the end of your prayers, after praying help me, 

bless me, protect me, do you ever pray, “but Lord if you don’t help me, or you don’t bless me the way I 

thought you should bless me, please “enable your servant to speak your word with great boldness.” 
 

No, we don’t pray that because: 

• It’s all about me because I think that I am sovereign. 

• It’s all about me because I think that it’s all about my activity on the earth! 

• It’s all about me because I forget that God has invited me into something that is much larger than 

myself, to be a player in the midst of what He is up to in this world. 
 

They were able to pray that because they realized that sovereign God was active, and He was actively 

using them.  Therefore, enable us to speak with boldness.” 

 

Stretch Out Your Hand to Heal 
 

Acts 4:30  Stretch out your hand to heal…  Healing comes from the hand of God. 
 

• Healing is for our benefit but also for the benefit of others.  If is a great evangelism tool. 
“Divine Healing is the Dinner Bell to Salvation, Keep ringing the Bell.” 

 

• Healing was one of the ways Jesus proved himself to John the Baptist. 
Luke 7:22 So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have 

seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 

 

Perform Miraculous Signs and Wonders 
 

Acts 4:30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your 

holy servant Jesus.” 
 

• God accredited Jesus by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through him. 
Acts 2:22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you 

by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 
 

Now in Acts 4 the disciples pray that God would confirm their ministry with signs and wonders too. 

• These signs and wonders would give them even more boldness when preaching the Word. 

• The signs and wonders seem to confirm that God is at working in the hearts and lives of people. 

• Just like healing, the signs and wonders will draw people in so that they can hear the gospel 

preached.  It is the Word and Spirit working together as it should be. 
 

Next Step to Make a Difference:  The church was saying, “Give us boldness to speak 
your word, and then confirm it with healings, miraculous signs and wonders!”  Consider 
when was the last time you prayed that prayer?  Is that what you what? 
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Filled With the Holy Spirit and Boldness 
 

Acts 4:31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken.  And they were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

They immediately got what they prayed for… BOLDNESS!  Now all they had to do was keep speaking 

the word!  That was the one thing that the religious leader had concluded would stop the Gospel from 

spreading.  Acts 4:17 “…warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name.” 
 

The result of this Different Prayer in Bad Reports was the filling of the Spirit and enabled 

boldness to speak the word of God. 

• Jesus told the disciples/church the Holy Spirit would come upon them so that they could be His 

witnesses to all the world (Acts 1:8). 

• Now this fresh outpouring of the Spirit results in the Word of God being preached with boldness.  

• There is something wrong when a Christian claims to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit 

yet does not actively share his or her faith or speak the truth. 

 

How can I not speak boldly when there is a sovereign God who is active in this world and has invited 

me to participate? 
 

Next Step to Make a Difference:  For one week I will pray, 
“God enable me to speak Your Word with great boldness!” 

 

What will happen if you pray this? 

1. You will be more aware of opportunities to speak and declare the truth. 

2. You will be forced to face a fear that you have needed to deal with for some time. 
 

Why should we be bold? 

Because God is still active in the world today and He is inviting you to be a player in His unfolding plan 

for this world. 

How can we justify sitting on the sideline? We are invited to participate. 


